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Effort Management in Zone Vllfg: An Ecosystem Approach

Background

The European Commission proposed in 2008 that a cod recovery plan should apply to the
management of all cod stocks in European waters outside the Baltic Sea'. That regulation was
adopted with the exclusion of cod stocks in the Celtic Sea (ICES Divisions Vllbce-k).

During 2009, further discussions took place but did not lead to a conclusion. This was due
partly to the difficulties of some Member States with effort management issues targeted on
effort reductions for cod alone and partly due to a lack of a quantified, scientific assessment of
the state of the stock.

There were also differences among the relevant stakeholders concerning the appropriate
management of mixed fisheries in the Celtic Sea. On account of this, no consensus opinion
has yet been delivered by the NWWC to the Commission. The Commission is open to
receiving stakeholder advice on this topic, but it is important that such advice is supported on
a consensus basis.

The Commission offers this paper as an aid to discussion among stakeholders and welcomes
opinion on this topic (either directly arising from this document or from other sources) that
addresses conservation problems in this zone.

This paper introduces a new, regional, holistic and heuristic approach to managing demersal
fisheries in ICES Division Vllfg.

State of demersal stocks with respect to effort management

In this section, recent advice from ICES as endorsed by STECF is summarised briefly. This
covers the principal stocks caught in demersal fisheries in Vllfg.

Anglerfish Vllb-k and Vlllabd

The state of the stock is unknown, but ICES advises that effort should not be allowed to
increase on the basis of precautionary considerations.

' Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 423/2004 as regards the recovery of cod
stocks and amending Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93. COM(2008) 162 final
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